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Computer-Adaptive Testing (CAT)
FAQs on aimswebPlus

1. What is computer-adaptive testing (CAT)? 

forms. Instead of giving every student in a grade the 

to the student and results in a tighter and more 

2. What is the value of computer-adaptive 
testing (CAT)? 

CAT improves tests that will be given to many 

evaluating the student’s individual ability level.  

3. Do “universal screening” and CAT  
work together? 

and

planning.  

4. Do I have to use CAT? 

level before (not during) a season of testing. CAT 

before 

5. Is every measure in aimswebPlus now  
using CAT? 

No. Only two measures in aimswebPlus use CAT 

the Reading Comprehension (RC) CAT forms are 

6. What are the limitations of CAT? 

information but not item level information due to 

ability to provide group level reporting that is 

for this information.  

TM
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7. Is CAT reliable and valid? 

Yes. CAT has been used around the world 

8. Does CAT still offer growth scores? 

9. Does CAT have national norms? 

Yes. The normative basis is the same for both 

10. What are the CAT field test items? 

new items being studied that may or may not be 

on results of the data analyses. Students are not 

11. How can I compare student performance 
if each student’s test is unique? 

12. Will my student scores look better  
with CAT? 

of a CAT test is designed to be less frustrating and 

13. Will testing time be longer with CAT? 

students who engage more deeply with the 
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14. CAT versus fixed forms: What’s the 
difference in the testing experience? 

15. How can I tell if a particular 
administration was completed via CAT? 

reports.  

16. Why did my student see an item that looks  
a grade level too high or too low and doesn’t 
fit the grade-level standards? Why might  
this happen? 

that others do not within or outside of a given 

Common Core State Standards as a general basis 
for a national test blueprint and norms.  

17. Where do we see the reading (or math) 
level of the student? 

® (and Quantile® for 

level is based on results from either form of Math 

18. Are the items the same between CAT and 
fixed form? 

test to be adaptive and sample from a large variety 

19. Can we select CAT for certain schools and 
continue to use fixed form for others? 

20. Can we select CAT for Reading 
Comprehension but fixed form for Math 
Concepts & Applications (or vice versa)? 

Yes. 
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21. Is there a set number of questions on 
each CAT measure that students take? 

grade RC. The CAT form of the test will be two 

maintain a robust level of validity and reliability for 
all grades. 

22. Can we pilot the CAT form with  
select students? 

23. Do we still need to use the survey level 
assessments (SLAs) for students falling well 
below grade level on CAT measures? 

measures. Remember that RC and CA are only 

RC and CA are not available via SLA. 

24. What is the Student Ability Scale score and 
where can I find it on the CAT reports? 

25. How will the aimswebPlus reports be the 
same or different?  

does not tell you the most important information 

of the items.  
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.

Math Skills Plan Bar Chart showing domain-level skills in third grade

26. Who is allowed to make the change from  
CAT to fixed form? 

27. As a CAT customer, we have a student who 
needs Braille or Large Print accommodation. 
What do I do? 

individual needs.
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