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Overview
This technical report provides the tables necessary to perform ability-achievement 
discrepancy analyses using the WISC–IV General Ability Index (GAI) and WIAT–II subtest and 
composite scores. Detailed information about the GAI is available in the WISC–IV Technical 
Report #4 (Raiford, Weiss, Rolfhus, & Coalson, 2005; see hyperlink provided in the References 
section). It is recommended that practitioners read the WISC–IV Technical Report #4 before 
using the tables in this technical report.

Introduction
There are two primary methods for conducting an ability-achievement discrepancy (AAD) 
analysis: the predicted-difference method and the simple-difference method. The predicted-
difference method uses the ability score to predict an achievement score, and then the 
predicted and observed achievement scores are compared. The simple-difference method 
compares the observed ability and achievement scores. In both methods, the statistical 
significance and the base rate of each discrepancy should be considered. The formulas for 
calculating the predicted-achievement and simple-difference critical values and base rates 
are available through several published references (e.g., Rust & Golombok, 1999).

Predicted Achievement Scores
To calculate and AAD using the predicted-difference method, use Table 1 to obtain the  
WIAT–III subtest and composite scores predicted from the WISC–IV GAI scores. First, locate 
the GAI score in the extreme left or right column, and then read across the row. For each 
subtest or composite, subtract the student’s predicted score from the observed score to 
obtain the difference score.
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Table 1	 WIAT–III Subtest and Composite Scores Predicted From the WISC–IV GAI Scores for Students Ages 6:0z–16:11
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Table 1	 WIAT–III Subtest and Composite Scores Predicted From the WISC–IV GAI Scores for Students Ages 6:0z–16:11 (continued)
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Table 1	 WIAT–III Subtest and Composite Scores Predicted From the WISC–IV GAI Scores for Students Ages 6:0z–16:11 (continued)
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Table 1	 WIAT–III Subtest and Composite Scores Predicted From the WISC–IV GAI Scores for Students Ages 6:0z–16:11 (continued)
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